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You Be the Judge

A coma is a state of unconsciousness, lasting for more than six hours, in which a person cannot be awakened, fails to respond normally to painful stimuli, light and sound, lacks a normal sleep and wake cycle, and does not initiate voluntary actions (Wikipedia.) A person that has been in this state for eight years has missed out on nearly a whole decade of living a normal life, and not to mention dramatically changing the life of their spouse and other close family members.

Being presented with this case as a judge, I would examine how long the person has been kept alive by the life support system, the primary beneficiary of that person and what their motives are for wanting to discontinue the life support, the motives for the parents opposing to the spouse, also consider what the chances would be for the recovery of the person on life support.

The spouse has had to carry the heavy cross of her husband lying on a hospital bed basically lifeless for eight years. Day after day with no signs of recovery her hope has vanished and she has come to the conclusion that seeing her husband like this is not a proper way of life for her, or her spouse. She firmly believes that her husband would not want to live this way. If her motives were suspicious I would assume that she would have gave up hope far sooner and not endured this burden for eight, long years.

Genuinely believing in the sanctity of life and having undying hope for the recovery of their child the parents wish to keep their child alive at whatever cost. I would imagine seeing your child in that kind of state for that amount of time would be terribly painful. After all this is your child and you have seen be capable of living a normal and happy life and it is understandable that you would never want to give up hope for recovery on your own flesh and blood.

It is clear to me the reasoning behind both decisions between the spouse and parents of this person. Which leads to me to my last examination for the ruling of my decision, what is the chance of coming out of this coma? And how well will this person function if a recovery is to present itself? According to statistics, after 4 months of coma caused by brain damage, the chance of partial recovery is less than 15%, and the chance of full recovery is very low (Wikipedia.)

In "Phaedo", which depicts the death of Socrates, one of the main themes of the dialogue is the idea that the body is just a host, for the soul is immortal. In the Affinity Argument, Socrates explains that the soul most resembles that which is invisible and divine, and the body resembles that which is visible and mortal. From this, it is concluded that while the body may be seen to exist after death in the form of a corpse, as the body is mortal and the soul is divine, the soul must outlast the body.

I too believe this person’s soul need finally to rest in peace and carry on with the journey to the after life. With that being said, I, being the judge of this ruling would give all power to the spouse to cease life support for their beloved who has witnessed the body of her beloved in that vegetative state and the soul longing to find its true bliss in the next life.

Demonstrated in the Bhagavad Gita, a sacred Hindu text is the conversation between Krishna and Arjuna. In the dialogue spoken in “The Self Does Not Die,” Krishna reveals to Arjuna “the time shall never come when we shall never come to exist.” “That which pervades this universe is imperishable; no one can destroy that changeless being. It is these bodies that house the everlasting, imperishable, incomprehensible self that have an end.

Ruling in favor of the spouse would deeply upset the parents in this case whom which wanted to protect the life of their child.  For this fact, it made it extremely difficult to come to a final decision. I kept going back and forth because I know that a parent would go to great lengths to protect the life of their child. Remembering “The Shocking Story of Approved Killing in Mississippi,” about the brutal murder of Emmett Till and the struggle, and great lengths that his mother went through to pursue justice for her son. A great example of what a parent is capable of enduring for the sake of their child.  

The greatest of all influences for my decision would be out of Plato’s “Apology” during the trial of Socrates one powerful ending comment, “The hour of departure has arrived, and we go our ways- I to die, and you to live.  Which is better God only knows.”  In my opinion, that is one of the wisest statements I have ever heard.  I find refuge and comfort in this quote and I feel that if the parents were to consider this philosophy they would come to the same realization. 

Reflection


This class provided me with a open door for new and exciting knowledge. What I found to be a proper base for understanding and exploring what my interests were was in the sacred “texts” we studied. Many verses I read in the reading were so profound and were a great exercise for my critical thinking skills. After reading the Bhagavad Gita I was very captivated by the words spoken by Krishna to Arjuna.  I want to gain more knowledge for these teachings. I find them so enlightening.  If it were not for this class, I highly doubt I could have ever explored these different belief systems.  

I found all of what we discussed in this humanities course very interesting and felt I benefited and grew from every discussion and lecture.  Exploring Plato’s “Apology” and “Phaedo” were what I really enjoyed reading.  The wisdom in those dialogues was just beyond belief.  I feel as if it has enabled me to truly think and examine what it is that I kind of human being I want to become.  I am a work in progress but, with examination and thirst for knowledge I believe I can achieve progress and personal goals. 

The challenges of this assignment was truly placing myself in that situation and coming to a decision that I was certain of.  I found it so difficult because I knew that my verdict would greatly affect the lives of some many people and that in the end one side would be devastated.  

I believe that my paper reflects the mastery of this humanities course because I am better able to put any situation in perspective and truly ask myself, “Why?” and come to a conclusion I am satisfied with.

